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been like a party trying to win an election. By fair means or foul.
It's stifled ail discussion. It's made broadcasting its call boy. It is
playing the most extraordinarily dirty tricks in shutting up people
and concealing facts. I've just heard things - but these I'll tell
you later. And all the rights and wrongs as between miners and
coal-owners have vanished into thin air. Which is what the
goverment wanted to happen. Q.E.F. as Mr. Euclid used to say.
'That ends my fourth section.5
Mrs. Rylands reflected for a time. Philip had told his story well.
It sounded - credible. For the first time she seemed to be realising
what this queer business in England meant. And yet there were
difficulties. She must think it over. Some of it startled her and
much that he had to say sounded excessively uncompromising.
His note was one of combatant excitement. But then he was not
living in the soft air of a great Italian garden which makes every-
thing seem large and gentle and intricate. She must read those
marked papers downstairs. But now what else had he to say?
Part Five was headed:
6 Why did the Goverment want the Strike to happen?
e And now, my dear wife, I want to write of something more
difficult. But it's about the state of mind of the sort of people to
which after all we belong. It's about more than the General
Strike.
' I've been about at the Club; I lunched at the Garlton with
Silverbaum; Pspent an evening with Hind and Mornington and
their crew at Hind's flat. And more particularly I've studied the
words and proceedings of our esteemed uncle Lord Edensoke and
of our honoured and trusted partner Sir Revel Cokeson, not to
mention Mr. Guxxun, the burly British Mr. Gumm. You remem-
ber them?
6 Let me try and get it set down, as it has come to me. There is
a feeling in the air that Britain is going down. I don't mean that
there is any sort of crash in view, but that industrially and finan-
cially she is being passed and overshadowed. She is in for a time
of relative if not of absolute shrinkage. We may never be able to
employ the same mass of skilled and semi-skilled labour that we
have done in the past.
c I am not telling you here what I believe. Never mind what I
believe. I am telling you what is in the minds and not very far
from openly showing upon thejsurface of the minds pf_a_lot of